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phu o dt s z^ HHA SL دوش‎ 
ri Leu اک‎ # Su OB, Zhi Ac 
ef At پم‎ j Y ut ان‎ E: روزن‎ EE o 
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"Mr. Bamzai's history of Kashmir is perhaps the first book 
of it's kind. It is a running story of the political, social & 
cultural development of the Land. The book is a must’ for 
one who wants to know something about Kashmir and its 


problems." 
Ji A JJ سا‎ oy 


"This is the first serious attempt to present the story of 


Kashmir as a whole." 
Wed A دار‎ (uel AE 

"I believe this is the first book giving a conspectus of the 

history of Kashmir. This is a great thing and the book will 


be very valuable for ready reference.” 
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"For many, it is the only outlet to a large experience. For others, it is 
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guidance, not set out in rules, but worked out, experimentally, in 
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"The attitude of mind which attaches primary importance to man 
and to his faculties, affairs temporal aspirations and well being.” 
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"Sikander was the first sultan of Kashmikr to enforce the Sharia 
with great strictness in the country--- and in order to see that the 
Islamic Law was properly enforced re-established the office of 
Sheikh-ul-Islam. These measures were adopted by Sikander under 
the influence of Syed Mohammad Hamdani-- however the chief 
person who prevailed upon Sikander to adopt and intolerant 
attitude towards the non muslims was Saif-ud-Din who was in the 
respect his evil. The Sultan at first resisted him but in the end gave 
in and allowed himself to be used as an instrument of his ministers 
religious fanaticism. Saif-ud-Din with the zeal of a new convert 
called upon Brahmins to embrace Islam. As a result some became 
Muslims. Those who refused had to pay Jizya. Others who. would 
not or could not, took refuge in India." (Kashmir Under Sultans, 


page: 64-65) 
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"The renegade Brahman, Suha Batt retained his office until his 
death and the persecution of Hindus was not spent in intrigues and 


cross-intrigues among his ministers and being weak and 
fickle-minded he looked upon these helplessly." 
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"Your comments were appreciated and timely 


because | am just about to complete the final draft 


of the script... For various reasons pertaining to 


increasing security around the film, we shall be 
'closing the set' meaning all details of the 


production and script will remain confidential." (bth 
May 1989) 
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increasing security around the film, we shall be 
'closing the set' meaning all details of the 


production and script will remain confidential." (5th 
May 1989) 
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«Watchun” (a form of poetry known for lyricism) achieves new 
heights of excellence, exuberance and sensuousness. 


vi) Accordingly to your statement, the film is called Zooni. It is 


vii. 


neither Yousuf Shah Chak nor his father, nor the raachinations 
ofthe court, nor for that matter is about Kashmir. 
The film is about ‘Zooni’. She is not ethereal. She belongs to a 
society, to a particular environment which prevailed here in 
Kashmir during 16th Century. She achieves fame on account of 
her beauty, intelligence, as à poetess of stature and due to her 
relation with Yousuf Shah Chak, the most colourful personality 
of Kashmir. The ups and downs of Chak rulers especially that of 
Yousuf; political intrigues and developments of the time leave a 
deep impression on her life and personality. Therefore, any film 
on Zoon (Moon of Kashmir) has to be developed on this 
infrastructure. Zoon in its total brightness and under eclipse 
without the natural scenery and socio-politico and cultural life 
of Kashmir has no meaning. Habba Khatoon is Kashmir and 
naturally the film hasto be about Kashmir directly or indirectly. 
Your story looks like a tale from Arabian Nights. Let Yousuf and 
his beloved (your Zooni) grow, bloom and die with all their 
successes and shortcomings in an environment and socio - 
political structure to which they belong. Exaggeration has also 
its limits. ١ 

[have lotto say about your script, its charactoers (Historical and 
Ficticious ), various sequences and the en 
Look at the names ofthe various fictitious c 
by you like Nur-u-Sabah, Ratna, Janam, Naziran etc. Such 
names were not prevelant during this period. 

Ido hope that you will once again £o through the script and make 
drastic changes in it. I am sorry to repeat my sincere opinion that 
the script which you have in hand is just 2 ‘bundle of lies”. This 
may appear a hurtful sentence to you but dear 


bitter. 
Yours Sincerely N 
A 1 
0١ 
CA bar ) PN 
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Khatoon is quite unnatural and unsuitable; Let Habba live as we 
know her. A writer or director can create visual time lapse and 
emotional and dramatic impact through one thousand and one 
ways and not just through pregnancy, labour pain and delivery. 
This I am speaking as a humble writer and author of number of 
historicai plays like *Budshah' ( Sultan Zainu-ul-Abdin 
Badshah, the greatest king of Kashmir who ruled from 1420 to 
1470 ۸ (. ‘Didda Rani’ ( Rani Didda who rose to power in 10th 
Century) and ‘Reh Te Aab’ ( a play on the life of poetess 
Arnimal belonging to 18th Century). 
You say that with the over throw of Yusuf Shah, Kashmir lost its 
status as an Independent Islamic nation forever, thus the dawn 
of ‘New Era’. The word ‘dawn’ is used as 2 symbol of ‘goodness 
something which is inspiring’ and ‘refreshing’ Do you mean to 
say that the fall of Chak rule over Kashmir was a good thing? 
Were not the Mughal Kings the followers of Islam? Keeping 
your interpretation in view couidn’t we say that with the 
beginning of Mughai rule over the valley it became a part of 
much bigger nation ruled by Muslims? 
Jt is a news to me that PN.K. Bamzai has become Dr. P.N.K 
^ Bamzai. 
I have read Mr Bamzai's books including those which throw 
some light directly or indirectly on Habba Khatoon, Yousuf 
Shah Chak and Mughal rule over Kashmir. 
Bamzai, asahistorian, has made good use of popular legends as 
an important source of material in his writings. This is true of 
what he writes about Habba Khatoon as well. But your story 
does noteven stick to his version. 


Yousuf Shah after defeating the Mughal army in 1585AD went 
to see the great Mughal Akbar in order to ratify an agreement of 
peace, friendship and cooperation The emperor refused to do so 
and ordered Yousuf 's imprisonment He did not retun to 
Kashmir after that. He died at Biswak, a place in Bihar, in Spet 
1592 AD. The last days of Yousuf 's life form an important 
thread of Habba’s true story and for a genuine writer and film. 
maker it is a valuable material for creating a powerful drama. 

Akbar’s reign over Kashmir lasted 19 years from 1586 to 1606 
AD. Itis the last phase of Habba’s life. She in her plaintive songs 
replete witho pangmiofrsapasationepanta Saxthaher heart. Her 


— 4 mn 5 
fu pU tal Digitized By eGangotri Pg Os 


vi) 


Vii. 


*Watchun’ (a form of poetry known for lyricism) achieves new 
heights of excellence, exuberance and sensuousness. 
Accordingly to your statement, the film is called Zooni. It is 
neither Yousuf Shah Chak nor his father, nor the 1:iachinations 
of the court, nor for that matter is about Kashmir. 


The film is about ‘Zooni’. She is not ethereal. She belongs to a 
society, to a particular environment which prevailed here in 
Kashmir during 16th Century. She achieves fame on account of 
her beauty, intelligence, as a poetess of stature and due to her 
relation with Yousuf Shah Chak, the most colourful personality 
of Kashmir. The ups and downs of Chak rulers especially that of 
Yousuf; political intrigues and developments of the time leave a 
deep impression on her life and personality. Therefore, any film 
on Zoon (Moon of Kashmir) has to be developed on this 
infrastructure. Zoon in it5 total brightness and under eclipse 
without the natural scenery and socio-politico and cultural life 
of Kashmir has no meaning. Habba Khatoon is Kashmir and 
naturally the film has to be about Kashmir directly or indirectly. 
Your story looks like a tale from Arabian Nights. Let Yousuf and 
his beloved (your Zooni) grow, bloom and die with all their 
successes and shortcomings in an environment and socio - 
political structure to which they belong. Exaggeration has also 
its limits. 

Ihave lotto say aboutyour script, its charactoers (Historical and 
Ficticious ), various sequences and the entire chain of events. 
Look at the names of the various fictitious charac! ‘rs introduced 
by you like Nur-u-Sabah, Ratna, Janam, Naziran etc. Such 
names were not prevelant during this period. 

I do hope that you will once again go through the script and make 
drastic changes in it. I am sorry to repeat my sincere opinion that 
the script which you have in hand is just a “bundle of lies’. This 
may appear a hurtful sentence to you but dear Sir, truth is always 


bitter. 
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Khatoon is quite unnatural and unsuitable; Let Habba live as we 
know her. A writer or director can create visual time lapse and 
emotional and dramatic impact through one thousand and one 
ways and not just through pregnancy, labour pain and delivery. 
This I am speaking as a humble writer and author of number of 
historicai' plays like ‘Budshah’ ( Sultan Zainu-ul-Abdin 
Badshah, the greatest king of Kashmir who ruled from 1420 to 
1470 AD). ‘Didda Rani’ ) Rani Didda who rose to power in 10th 
Century) and ‘Reh Te Aab’ ( a play on the life of poetess 
Arnimal belonging to 18th Century). 


You say that with the over throw of Yusuf Shah, Kashmir lost its 
status as an Independent Islamic nation forever, thus the dawn 
of ‘New Era’. The word ‘dawn’ is used as a symbol of ‘goodness 
something which is inspiring’ and ‘refreshing’ Do you mean to 
say that the fall of Chak rule over Kashmir was a good thing? 
Were not the Mughal Kings the followers of Islam? Keeping 
your interpretation in view couidn’t we say that with the 
beginning of Mughai rule over the valley it became a part of 
much bigger nation ruled by Muslims? 
«lt is a news to me that PN.K. Bamzai has become Dr. P.N.K 
- Bamzai. 

I have read Mr Bamzai's books including those which throw 
some light directly or indirectly on Habba Khatoon, Yousuf 
Shah Chak and Mughal rule over Kashmir. 

Bamzai, asa historian, has made good use of popular legends as 
an important source of material in his writings. This is true of 


what he writes about Habba Khatoon as well. But your story 
does noteven stick to his version. 


Yousuf Shah after defeating the Mughal army in 1585AD went 
to see the great Mughal Akbar in order to ratify an agreement of 
peace, friendship and cooperation The emperor refused to do so 
and ordered Yousuf 's imprisonment He did not retun to 
Kashmir after that. He died at Biswak, a place in Bihar, in Spet 
1592 AD. The last days of Yousuf 's life form an important 
thread of Habba's true story and for a genuine writer and film 
maker it isa valuable material for creating a powerful drama. 

Akbar's reign over Kashmir lasted 19 years from 1586 to 1606 
AD. Itis the last phase of Habba’s life. She in her plaintive songs 


replete with pangs of Separation pours forth her heart. Her 
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AAA IR Es 
comes on the set. The success of the writer or the film maker lies 
in the fact that how best he can achieve the desired purpose 
without disturbing and distorting the existing material. Solid 
historical facts cannot be changed according to the whims and 
caprice of fiction writers. Same thing is true about 
entertainment. In a historical film it should not thrive at the cost 
of genuine and authentic records. 

iii) I have already mentioned in my previous letter that Rev. Father 
Jerome Xavier is the first European to visit the Valley. He 
reached here in 1597 AD five years after the death of Yousuf 
Shah Chak. As a noble soul and great humanitarian Rev Xavier 
saved many Kashmiris from the jaws of death and starvation 
during the famine which was witnessed here during the rule of 
great Mughal Akbar. It is Rev. Robert Clark who is responsible 
for establishing a mission base in Kashmir. He entered the 
valley on 20"” May, 1854 via Rajouri and Poonch. As the 
records tell us it was in 1862 AD the first serious thoughts were 
entertained of establishing saa ‘permanent Christian 
Missionary' in Kashmir. During the period from 1597 to 1854 
AD three Jeuists namely Rev Ippolite Desideri, Rev Manuel 
Fryre and Rev Cosma Sandoor came to Kashmir; the fiist two in 

1715 AD and the third in 1822 AD. All the three wished to start 
missionary work here at Kashmir. But instead of staying here 
they went to Ladakh and Tibet and did a fine job in these areas. 
These are well estahlished and authentic details. Introducing a 
Christian priest in the court of Yousuf Shah is most irrelevant. 
The logic given by you is not convincing. Such scenes may 
appear interesting to western audiences but the reality is quite 
different. Such additions are obnoxious. A cigar in the hands of 
Habba Khatoon and Yousuf Shah may look wonderful to huge 
audiences but the script and scenario writer has to first ascertain 
whether tobacco in any form was consumed in Kashmir during 
that period. 

In fact it is | who for the first time expressed concern about the 
birth of a baby girl to Zooni (Srinagar Times, 23” July Nov’88). 
There is no record available with us about the children of Habba 
Khatoon. Does it mean. she was barren? A good question to be 
asked. But so far as the truth is hidden from us, the addition of 
Nur-u- Sabah (the light of the dawn) as a daughter of Habba 
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Your doubts whether Habba Khatoon really existed are not 
cc'rect. This can be proved by authentic and relevant material 
whi sh is with us in different chronicles and written records. 


Th re are two schools of thought. To one, she was the most 
con ident girl friend or the beloved of Yousuf Shah Chak and 
was nt a queen at all. To others when they fell deeply in love 
with oi e another, Yousuf Shah took her as his wife and she 
became the queen. All writers agree-that she was a poetess of 
repute, « charming soul. having mastery over music and dance. 
She was one of the most beautiful daughters of Vitasta 
reflecting splendour and grace. Like most of our ancient poets 
her poetry passed on to us by oral tradition. It truly depicts 
various. phases of her life. A genuine researcher and critic after 
makingan in depth study ofthe entire material will never fall in 
this trap that she never existed. Such conclusions drawn are 
irrelevant and obnoxious. 


While studying English Literature we come across many 
controversies concerning greatest poet and playwright 
Shakespeare. Serious doubts have been expressed about his 
works, his life in general and even about his grave. But 
Shakespeare is still there as a literary giant- a source of wisdom 
and inspiration to all. This is true of various other poets and 
luminaries belonging to various regions and socio-political 
structures of the world. 

I do agree that a film on historical characters has its clement of 
fiction in it, Mere documentation will not do. A fter all a story is 


The great film maker Alfred Hitchcock, whose films have been 


widely known for their excellence in terms of their suspense has 
rightly said “All that matters is how it looks on the Screen. This 
is equally true of a stage or Radio play that how the entire thing 
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comes on the set. The success ofthe writer or the film maker lies‏ 
in the fact that how best he can achieve the desired purpose‏ 
without disturbing and distorting the existing material. Solid‏ 
historical facts cannot be changed according to the whims and‏ 
caprice of fiction writers. Same thing is true about‏ 
entertainment. In a historical film it should not thrive at the cost‏ 
of genuine and authentic records.‏ 


iii) I have already mentioned in my previous letter that Rev. Father 
Jerome Xavier is the first European to visit the Valley. He 
reached here in 1597 AD five years after the death of Yousuf 
Shah Chak. As a noble soul and great humanitarian Rev Xavier 
saved many Kashmiris from the jaws of death and starvation 
during the famine which was witnessed here during the rule of 
great Mughal Akbar. It is Rev. Robert Clark who is responsible 
for establishing a mission base in Kashmir. He entered the 
valley on 20" May, 1854 via Rajouri and Poonch. As the 
records tell us it was in 1862 AD the first serious thoughts were 
entertained of establishing saa ‘permanent Christian 
Missionary’ in Kashmir. During the period from 1597 to 1854 
AD ihree Jeuists namely Rev Ippolite Desideri, Rev Manuel 
Fryre and Rev Cosma Sandoor came to Kashmir; the fiist two in 
1715 AD and the third in 1822 AD. All the three wished to start 
missionary work here at Kashmir. But instead of staying here 
they went to Ladakh and Tibet and dida fine job in these areas. 
These are well estahlished and authentic details. Introducing a 
Christian priest in the court of Yousuf Shah is most irrelevant. 
The logic given by you is not convincing. Such scenes may 
appear interesting to western audiences but the reality is quite 
different. Such additions are obnoxious. A cigar in the hands of 
Habba Khatoon and Yousuf Shah may look wonderful to huge 
audiences but the script and scenario writer has to first ascertain 
whether tobacco in any form was consumed in Kashmir during 
that period. 

In fact it is | who for the first time expressed concern about the 
birth of a baby girl to Zooni (Srinagar Times, 23” July Nov’88). 
There is no record available with us about the children of Habba 
Khatoon. Does it mean. she was barren? A good question to be 
asked. But so far as the truth is hidden from us, the addition of 
Nur-u- Sabah (the light of the dawn) as a daughter of Habba 
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Your doubts whether Habba Khatoon really existed are not 
ccrect. This can be proved by authentic and relevant material 
whi sh is with us in different chronicles and written records. 

Th re are two schools of thought. To one, she was the most 
con ident girl friend or the beloved of Yousuf Shah Chak and 
was nt a queen at all. To others when they fell deeply in love 
with oi e another, Yousuf Shah took her as his wife and she 
became the queen. All writers agree-that she was a poetess of 
repute, « charming soul. having mastery over music and dance. 
She was one of the most beautiful daughters of Vitasta 
reflecting splendour and grace. Like most of our ancient poets 
her poetry passed on to us by oral tradition. It truly depicts 
various. phases of hcr life. A genuine researcher and critic after 
makingan in depth study ofthe entire material will never fall in 
this trap that she never existed. Such conclusions drawn are 
irrelevant and obnoxious. 


While studying English Literature we come across many 
controversies concerning greatest poet and playwright 
Shakespeare. Serious doubts have been expressed about his 
works, his life in general and even about his grave. But 
Shakespeare is still there as a literary giant- a source of wisdom 
and inspiration to all. This is true of various other poets and 


luminaries belonging to various regions and Socio-political 
structures ofthe world. 


materíal gets well-knitina splendid manner. There is hardly any 
Scope to dispute the validity ofthese words, I suppose. 

Your ‘Zooni ’ is not our ‘Zoon’ (Habba Khatoon) at all as 
ilable with us in the form of history 


The great film maker Alfred Hitchcock, whose films have been 
widely known for their excellence in terms of their suspense has 
rightly said “All that matters is how it looks on the Screen. This 
is equally true of a stage or Radio play that how the entire thing 
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tell you is that don't write a letter at the moment when you are angry 


or annoyed. If you do so the entire mood and spirit ofthe letter is 
bound to get disturbed”. 

This is what has happened to your letter. Each and every point 
where we differ can be discussed in a relaxed manner without 
becoming sentimental. After all we are discussing delicate subjects 
like history, Films based on historical characters, use of popular 
legends as historical material, element of fiction in films based on 
history, life and personality of renowned Kashmiri poetess Habba 
Khatoon, the fall of Chaks and rise of Mughals vis-a- vis Kashmiretc.' 


Let me take various points one by one in a systematic and 
logical manner: 

i) It was in the month of November, 1988 I wrote some columns 
about your film “ Zooni" in a well-known newspaper of the 
State “ The Srinagar Times" ( Vol. 19 No 20 :- November 28th 
“88) and raised some questions and expressed- my , doubts 
about its production. 

Soon alter the publication of these columns Muzaffar Ali, 
Director of Film passed on a copy of the script “Zooni - scene 
breakdown" “to me for my opinion. I don’t know whether it is 
your first or second line draft; went through the script and 
expressed my honest views. I believe that any person with little 
grey matter in his head can visualize the entire story, as it 
develops from beginning to end- from this script. A man *having 
sound knowledge of ‘Kashmir History can also wellascertain to 
what extent it is woven on genuine, relevant and authentic 
material. Most probably Muzaffar Sahib had same thing in his 


mind. 

ii) A legend has been defined as a ‘tradition || story’, * a person 
having a special place- in the public esteem because of striking 
qualities or deeds, gathered round such a person’. 

There is no doubt about the fact that the Kashmiri poetess 
Habba Khatoon (your ‘Zooni’) is a legendary figure. A 
playwright or film maker can definitely make use of various 
popular legends while writing a play or making a film on sucha 
personality. But he is nobody to add some more fabricated tales 
to them and distort the entire fabric of available material, 
existing in the shape of various records including the popular 


tradition. 
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Letter written by the Author of this book in 


response to James Killough. 


From: 
A K Rahbar 
Producer 

Radio Kashmir; 
Srinagar ( Kashmir ) 
J&K State 


lst May, 1989 
To, 


Mr. James Killough 
Script Writer, 
Film “Zooni” 


C/O Mr. Muzaffar Ali 

Film Director, 

integrated Films, 

A-1, Mandar, Juhu Village 
Camp Office: Sher- i- Kashmir 
Internationai Complex 
Cheshma Shahi, Srinagar 
Kashmir- 190001 


Dear Sir, 


Please refer to your letter no: Nil dated April 18, 1989 
regarding your film “Zooni”. 


It is really a pleasure to know that you are connected with the 
film pnoject “Zooni” and 


have studied Kashmir history assiduously from Rajtrangini to 
the present day. I feel delighted to communicate to you my sincere 
.. views concerning Various facets of the story. 


To begin with I would like to share an interesting and a valuable 
experience with you. Once we invited an Englishman, who 


happened to be a catholic priest and teacher in a local public school, 


to delivera talk in our school Broadcast Programme. The topic was 
letter writing. : 


The wise teacher started his lesson with the following words; 
“Dear Children, The first and foremost thing which I am going to 
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او ركشن مير EST‏ 


be published رع وماس زه‎ the release of 
the film, and at that time you can read how we 
structured this film. Suffice to say that we are not 
merely reciting a legend to little girls, but 
bringing to life a set of characters who are 
convincing. and bestowing them with a plot that is 
dramatic enough to capture a mature audience's 
attention. And it is not a local television audience 
we must appease. or even a national one. but the 
French, the Germans. the Americans. the Japanese 
theatregoers: as many people as we can possibly 
reach. If ZOONI is the success we hope it will be, 

then we will have done Habba Khatoon justice. At the 

same time ' we will have put Kashmir on the map for 

all the peoples of the world, so that the majority of 

them will no longer confuse a very solid, varied, 

unique culture and people with a type of wool. 


I hope you will reconsider your rather hurtful 
statements. I might be just another ignorant 
'angrez' to you. who is going around smashing up 
your heritage like a bull through your 
grandmother's china, but the fact is after working 
on this project for so long there cannot be another 
man, with the exception of Muzaffar Ali, who holds 
Zooni and her legend more closely to his heart. At 
the same time. I know I am safe from any 
accusations of historical inaccuracy simply 
because we cannot back some very beautiful 
Statements made in the film with hard historical 
facts. I doubt very much. dear sir, that you can 
prove to me conclusively that Habba Khatoon 
existed at all: a grave site won't do because I can 


show you another one in Binar. 


Sincerely 


es Killough 
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match, although he تل کا9‎ y become Sultan 
himself. albeit briefly. Yusuf Shah fcolishly 
appointed his friend Mohammed Bat as Vizier, thus 
incensing Abdal Bat and precipitating civil war. 
According to Dr. Bamzai, Sultan Ali Shah's saddle 
was loosened by a treacherous courtier, a role we 
have ascribed to Abdal Bat. All of these facts and 
more are in the script: what we have omritted is 
done purposely because, again, this film is about 
Zooni way not about the "Socio-political and 
. cultural ethos of the times", which should and will 

remain incidental to the Story. The legend of 
Habba Khatoon has been embellished over the 
centuries to the point where at times it becomes 
ludicrous. The fact that everyone seems to have his 
own opinion about her life confirms this 
Statement. Therefore, as Storytellers and in the 
time-honored tradition of storytelling. we 
reserve the right to draw our own conclusions 
based on a common denominator shared by all of 
mankind: human behaviour. If we were to follow 
what local folklore tells us about Zooni, no one 
would pay a single paise to see this film.' which is 
the most expensive artistic medium in the world. 
and which must.see a considerable return on an 
international epi2 such as this for us just to 6 
even. Zor instance. legend and Zooni's "poecry" tell 
28 that she loved her first nusband, Aziz Lon, 
passionately but that he ignored her completely, 
and still she wag Supposed So have been so 
dazzlingly beautiful that she was wooed by the 
crown prince. That is what I cali unbelievable, Dr. 


i,0 
Aziz LoÀ despised and resented Zooni because she 


To explain every detail inthe script. which we have 
Spent a year and a half perfecting, would require 
thislettertobethe lengthofa novella. A book will 
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accusation could not have been disproven. The pop 
ular myth that Yusuf Shah paid off Aziz Lon to 
divorce Zooni is hardly the more dramatic of the 
versions). Other characters, such as Fashur, whose 
real name is Mohammed Bat, are all necessary: in 
fact, given the length and the amount of story we 
have to tell I am surprised the list of characters is 


so small. 


As to the historical accuracy of the film. I fail to 
see what objection there is. Again, this is a legend, 
and simply because we do not have historical 
evidence to back our claims does not mean we have 
ruthlessly distorted history. This film is called 
'Zooni'.Itis neither about Yusuf Shah Chak. nor his 
father, nor the machinations of the court. nor, for 
that matter, is it about Kashmir. It is about a pious 
woman and her fight for the freedom to love whom 
she really loves. and to worship Allah in the best 
she knows how: through poetry and song. in 
defiance of the prejudices of her neighbors. If we 
were to make a film entirely based on solid 
historical truths written about her during the time 
inwhichshelived. we would have no film at all. 


Yet there are truths in our film, and far more than 
"every sequence except one or two is a figment of 
the authors! imagination", as you have stated. We 
are only interested in those events that would have 
directly effected Zooni's life. We have no idea how 
old she was when she ‘married’ Yusuf Shah. There is 
some doubt as to whether they were actually 
married, so our wedding ceremony is performed by 


Baba Khalillulah in the countryside and is not ` 


sanctioned officially by the court. We do know that 


Yusuf ascended the throne in 1579 and was 


overthrown for the first time shortly thereafter. 


1579 was a year recorded as having had a. 


particularly harsh winter, a fact we have filmed- 
already. Mubarak Baiaagi didnot continue as Vizier 
after Sultan Ali Shah's ‘accidental’ death in a polo. 
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the child is symbolic as a product of the love 
between Yusuf Shah and his most beloved 'wife'. 
Dramatically, the birth takes place on the eve of 
civil war: Yusuf Shah is told of the invasion while 
Seeing his child for the first time ' shortly after 
birth. He rushes off to war. While he is putting on 
his armor. Zooni comes in the room, having just 
been through the most painful experience a human 
being can endure, and faints in his arms. Yusuf 
carries her back to her chambers while she weeps 
on his shoulder. Under Muzaffar Ali's direction. 
this will be perhaps the most tender and moving 
moment of the film. Following these scenes. Zooni 
is so despondent about her husband's absence that 
she is unable to breast feed her child. 


The baby is named Nur-u-Sabah, the 'Light of 
Dawn’. With the overthrow of Yusuf Shah, Kashmir 
lost its status as an independent Islamic nation 
forever: thus, the dawn of a new era. Structurally. 
the film's entire plot is based on duality: two 
marriages, two flights into the Snow, two divorce 
trials, even two versions in two languages: thus. 
two births, Zooni's and Nur-u-sabah's. Like it or 
not, and it isa question of taste. the duality isinthe 
film on purpose. and is even mentioned when Baba 
Khalillulahf baptizes baby Zooni in the beginning, 
and prophecizes she will have"a twofold future". 


Looking over the cast list, I fail to see how you have 
come to the conclusion that there are "too many 


: 1 underscore the Muslim— 
Hindu integration of the time, Zooni' 


even after marriage is another addition of ours and 
is the backbone for most 


could have been accus 
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Jesuits at the court of the Great Moghul and it 
seemed logical to me that Akbar would have sent a 
neutral agent to Kashmir. The inclusion of the 
priest does three things for our story: he demon- 
strates how Yusuf Shah, so smitten by Zooni and the 
free life he had led with her until he was abruptly 
put on the throne, is unfit to rule properly: again, a 
priest is neither Sunni, nor Shiite, nor Hindu and is 
thus a non-offending conduit between Akbar and 
the usurper Abdal Bat: visually, because he is a 
white man, his presence and attire serves as a 
reference point for Western audiences as a 
reaffirmation of the period in which the story 
takes place. Please remember that Akbar is by no 
méans a household word in Boston. 


It is widely known in the West that Jesuits were and 
still are notorious meddlers in secular affairs. Our 
priest's embassy having failed, it couldeasily not 
have been recorded: the actor who plays him is also 
a young man. his visit might not have been official 
and the honor of being the first European in 
Kashmir could have gone to his superior, Father 
Jerome Xavier.. the probabilities are limitless. 
The role is so small, but says so much in terms of 
impact on Western audiences that it is hardly "a 
sheer mischief" on my part for having included him. 
If you can, however .prove without a shadow of doubt 
that sucha priest,could not have possibly existed, then 
Ican take him out, and thank you for your help. 


Another point in our story that seems to concern 
.people a great deal, is the ‘birth of Zooni's child. 
‘Although there is no record of her having had a 
baby, there is nothing that says she was barren. 
Again, this is a small role that means a world of 
difference to the dramatic force of the film.Ihave 
made the child female because there is greater 
likelihood that her birth would go unrecorded: the 
reasons for her inclusion in the story are many and 
by no means erbitrary. Visually, Zooni's pregnancy 
shows the necessary passage of time. Emotionally, 


aa ec سے ۔_‎ 


English Dictionary defines the word ‘legend’ as "a 
traditional story > myth": in the film, _we 
painstakingly point uut it is just that: we subtitle 
ZOONI with the caption 'a true legend, and the 
credits at the beginning will read "based on the 
legend of Habba Khatoon.' No one can say for 
certain what the sequence of events were of her 
life; even the poetry attributed to her is highly 
dubious. No where does there exist a document 
signed by Habba Khatoon, as there is in abundance 
by her contemporary William Shakespeare. With 
such a dirth of facts at our disposal. we are not 
merely taking artistic license, we are trying to 
give her story the best and most logical 
interpretation possible. 


We are filmmakers, not historians. As a radio 
producer, you are surely aware that our main 
objective is to provide entertainment, not socio- 
political commentary. which in any case would be 
impossible under these circumstances. I have kept 
allof the facts known to us. which pertain only to 
Habba Khatoon's life and tried to mould a script 
that hopefully will be appreciated by audiences all 
over the world — not an easy task As the late genius 
of our profession Alfred Hitchcock once said. "All 
that matters is how it looks on the screen". We are 
both heeding that dictum and trying to do justice 
toagreat lady. 


In your commentary, you devote an entire 
paragraph to discrediting the possibility of a 
"Christian Priest" coming to the court of Yusuf 
Shah. Unfortunately, I am not as lucky as you to 
have the "authentic historical material lying with 
us in different forms", which apparently state that 
the Rev. Jerome Xavier was the first European to 
visit Kashmir, In the script, I donot give our priest 
a name, but I do specify that he was a Jesuit: 
'Jerome Xavier' means that the person 
accompanying Akbar to Kashmir was a Jesuit. I 
invented the priest because I knew that there were 
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Letter from James Killough, story writer of Film Zooni, 


to Author of this book. 
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ATRUELFGEND ® 


Mr. A.K. Rehbar 
Producer 
RADIO KASHMIR 
Srinagar 


Dear sir, 


Iam writing to you in response to your letter dated 
March lst. 1989 to Mr. Muzaffar Ali, in which you 
called my script a "bundle of lies...from the very 
first scene till last." I have been irf :med that you 
were given the line breakdown of the second draft 
of the script ~ a colourless document meant for 
scheduling purposes — to authenticate. On the one 
hand, I can understand your apprehension given 
what you had to read: on the other, in fairness to 
both me and Mr. Ali, your accusations are rather 
harsh and untrue. After having studied Kashmiri 
history assiduously from the "Raja- tarangini" to 
the present day, after having submitted all drafts 
of the script to Dr. P.N.K. Bamzai, whom Pandit 
Nehru lauded fer having written the definitive 
history of Kashmir — Mr. Bamzai said I have done "a 
master's job" — I feel confident that I have in no 
way 'ruthlessly distorted" history. 


Everyone has his own interpretation of a legend, 
which is what HEBA Krestevietscimorgrites The Oxford 


QU ےت‎ 
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